
It’s Getting Cold! 
As the year winds down, our club looks forward to

officer elections at the November meeting, the ever popu-
lar December cookie meeting, and the January awards
banquet, being held this year at the Spaghetti Warehouse.

The November meeting will again be held at
Gresso's, 961 S. High Street, which is right across from
our old meeting place, the Columbus Maennerchor. We
will be holding officer and board member elections for the
upcoming year. After the successful run we have had uti-
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Thoughts From Your COVVC Boardmember
By Mark Garrett and Re Pete Knoll

It’s Getting Cold! 
Happy Fall! With hot Summer days a faint memory,

it’s time to get into the swing of things, and embrace this
chilly change in our weather.

With the roads still free of that nasty, rust causing
salt, there is still time to get our
treasured vintage air cooled
VW’s out for some late year
driving enjoyment. So check
that engine oil level, tire pres-
sures, top off the fuel tank and
take to the open road.

Good Chicken!Good Chicken!

The September

meeting at Greg

and Ann Gillman’s

is turning into

quite a tasty tradi-

tion! All in atten-

dance were treated

to Greg’s famous

fried chicken, and

of course a tour of

the amazing

garage facilities

also delighted all.

This is the first

meeting after the

show, so Volksfest

21 was reviewed,

with input from

members for

improving next

years event. All

this on a lovely fall

evening.  Many

thanks to the

Gillman’s for host-

ing this wonderful

gathering. Check

out page two for

more pics.   

December Meeting Notice
by Brenda Agan

In case you haven't heard, we are

unable to meet at Gresso's in December.

Instead, we will combine our usual Christmas

Cookie Meeting with an open house at the

offices of Kids 'N Kamp! They have reserved

the party room in their building, located at 3440

Olentangy River Rd., near Riverside Hospital.

Bring your own beverages. In addition to the

cookies, we'll either do snacks or some kind of

food, so watch for more details in the December

issue of Zundfolge!

OSU Homecoming  Parade
by Marilyn Allen

The parade committee elected to have our vintage Red or

Grey  volkswagen cabriolets drive the VIP's  in the parade. 4 of our

club members volunteered to drive in the parade.  Some of our

members were disappointed that their cars did not fit in that catego-

ry.  I hope we have pictures next month.  Thanks to all who volun-

teered to represent our club!!

The 'New Beetle'
By Marilyn Allen

For those of you who looked for the new beetle at the last meeting, I

am sorry it was not there.  Mark Ludwig was out of town and could not

bring  the car to the meeting.  It was also very dark.  I think we will

need to visit a dealer to see the car.  Hatfield's had a bright yellow one

last week.  It was super nice.  I am trying to convince myself that I do

not need a car, but it would be nice.

photo by Greg Gillman



See Us on The Web at http://www.motorkars.com
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Garrett’s Automotive Detailing
by appointment

Mark Garrett

1294 Frisbee Drive

Columbus, OH 43224

614-262-2881

garrett48@ameritech.net

SSpecializing in show quality detailing

Engine appearance refurbishing
Interior refurbishing
Complete packages available
All makes & daily drivers also
Call or E-mail for estimate

Clines Autobody & Restoration
Specializing in Air-Cooled VW 

and Porsche 356, 911

High Quality MIG and TIG Welding

Rust Repair & Custom Metal Fabrication

Nationally Featured Award Winning

Restorations

Custom Paint & Color Match

Custom Body Modifications & Body Kits

Full & Partial Restorations

Insurance Work Welcome

All Work Is 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

References Available

20 Years Experience

Free tech help & Estimates

740-698-6774        740-707-2428

Streetsboro Foreign Auto, LLCStreetsboro Foreign Auto, LLC
Complete Mechanical & Colision Repair

Specializing In VW & Audi 

& Select Other European Brands

Elmar Kruza

330-626-2456 - Fax 330-626-5030

www.streetsboroforeignauto.com

9796 State Route 14 - Streetsboro, OH 44241

lizing the board member concept (thanks to Brenda Agan!),
we will continue on with it through the foreseeable future.
One adjustment that has been discussed at previous board
meetings, is to streamline the number of board members from
the current 12, down to a total of 6 to 8. This will be dis-
cussed at the November meeting before elections proceed. 

To join the COVVC, fill out this form and mail it to: COVVC, 655B
Providence, Columbus, OH 43214. Include a check or money order made out
to the COVVC. Club membership is $15 per year. 

Name_______________________________________   _________________

Address______________________________________________________

City__________________________ State______ Zip__________________

Phone____________________  E-Mail ____________________________

Vehicles owned________________________________________________

Board Of Directors

Brenda Agan bagan@insight.rr.com                   740-548-6522
Mark Garrett garrett48@ameritech.net     614-262-2881
Stark Hughes covvc42@earthlink.net                  614-843-0751
Tom Kern TomKat3@MSN.com                  614-876-8902
Todd Sichel aafstodd@sbcglobal.net                 614-252-1431
Pete Knoll                        peteknoll@netzero.net                   614-837-1681
Pete Knoll,Jr                    614-860-2791
Mike Roecker                   michaelmroecker@gmail.com        216 233 4456
Mike Williams                  kawasaki6r@aol.com                    937-390-3794   
Tom Knott knott11@aol.com                          614-237-7885
RichBerkheimer                tjeckelberg@hotmail.com               614-895-0547
Ann Gillman                   agillman@aol.com                         614-891-3733

SecretarywTina Gibson bugnut1973@yahoo.com       614-829-0332
TreasurerwBob Albright albrightjr1930@yahoo.com   614-457-6241
MembershipwLinda C. Brown msbug1974@gmail.com       614-253-4694
HistorianwMarilyn Allen mrasecond@yahoo.com        614-299-4841
Tech AdvisorwColumbus Area Carl Dewhurst 614-830-0111
Tech AdvisorwMarion Area Bill Huntsman 740-389-3187
Tech AdvisorwCircleville Area Jim Meyer 740-474-4410
Zundfolge EditorwMark Garrett garrett48@ameritech.net       614-262-2881

Web EditorwAnn Gillman agillman@aol.com                614-891-3733

To obtain factory information on your pre 1955 VW, 
send your serial number to: 

VW Brezelffenstervereinigung e.V.,

Ernst Reter Hagen, Amselweg 4, D-

3073 Liebenau, Germany

For post 1955 VWs, send your serial number to :
Customer Assistance, VolkswagenAG

Postfach, 3180 Wolfsburg1, Germany

is published monthly by the Central Ohio Vintage Club. Members are wel-
come to submit articles and photos for the newsletter. Classified and wanted
ads are free to members. Ads will run for three months. Mail Zundfolge sub-
missions to Mark Garrett, 1294 Frisbee Drive, Columbus, Ohio 43224, or e-
mail to garrett48@ameritech.net. Deadline for submissions is the 15th of
each month.

the Central Ohio Vintage Volkswagen Club’s website at
http://www.COVVC.org

Mail In Membership Form

Club Officers & Media Staff For 2011

Factory Information

Visit

Zundfolge

If you have been thinking about stepping down and tak-
ing a break (current board members and officers), or taking
the plunge and really getting involved in our great club,
NOW is the time to do so. We have been truly blessed to have

Good food and good friends, you just

can’t beat that combination! Here are

some more photos from the September

meeting at Ann and Greg Gillman’s house.

Mark your calenders now for the

September 2012 meeting. Your stomach

will thank you!

Good Chicken!Good Chicken!

photos by Greg Gillman



For Sale - 1956 VW Bug sedan. Ready to restore
Solid..complete..NOT running. Photos available.
$3100. George Watson,  East Palestine, OH. PH 330-
426-3328  10/11

For Sale - 1984 Rabbit Convertible. 5 Speed. Many
new parts, all with documentation. White paint, like
new. Motor has 72,000 miles on it. Top has no damage,
comes with boot. Has new dash must have had sun
damage. I am the second owner. $2800 OBO. PH 330
426 3328, George Watson, East Palestine, Ohio  9/10

For Sale - New Reduced Prices To Reflect Bad
Economy! All offers or trades considered. Call me and
I will mail descriptive fliers. Both cars have been to
Volksfest.
1) 1981 Westfalia Vanagon Pop Top Camper. From
California, mostly original, with mechanical repairs,
great condition, $6,000 
2) 1982 Rabbit Convertible. Asking $3500.
Good all around driver at low price, $3000. Call Don
Bowker at 330-274-8872, before 10 P.M. Lets talk 9/10

For Sale - 1966 Beetle. 111,000original miles, 12volt,
new interior components, new window rubber and
headlight buckets. Garage kept. Too many spare parts
to list, all go with car. Asking $7500 (Book value
$7500-$14,000). Contact 330-936-0185 or e-mail at
rbuzz0@neo.rr.com  7/11

out and printing of the Volksfest show flyer).
March - Trophy design contest (Followed by the pro-

duction of the trophies in a “timely” manne      r!).
April - Listing of Volksfest in all of the major VW and

enthusiasts publications and online sites. 
May - Mailing of Volksfest flyers to past show vendors,

and surrounding show promoters.
July - Last month before Volksfest, review show for last

minute items to deal with.
August - Volksfest. If it ain't done now, TOO LATE!
September - Eat chicken and start all over again!
Well, that should make you good and tired, looking

ahead to all of that work that’s right around the corner. But
keep in mind there are also lots of fun club activities through
out the upcoming year to give us all time to relax.

With a solid membership, the newly formed COVVC
North group, and another fun filled year right around the cor-
ner, we have planty to be thankful for during this month of
thanksgiving.

See you all at the November 10th meeting.
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CC lassified Adslassified Ads
The NorthEnd Wrench, Inc.

Offering The Following Services:

w Tune-Ups
w Air Conditioning 
w Brakes
w Fluid Changes
w Exhaust
w Foreign & Domestic
w Vintage VW & Porsche 

Your Preventative Maintenance Expert!

Monday Through 
Friday 7am - 6pm

4330 Indianola Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43214
614-263-4978

Celebrating 24 Years Of Service!

Certified 
Technicians

Licensed Distributor

Marion’s Oldest Import 
Auto Repair
Bill Huntsman, Owner

Foreign & Domestic Repair  q New & Used Foreign Parts

740-383-1118 or 800-686-2250

624 East Church Street, Marion Ohio 43302

a fantastic group of loyal, active members through out the
years that have made the COVVC great! I am still amazed at
the large number of volunteers that we have for Volksfest
each year. Keep up the good work! 

Also discussed at the October meeting was the need for
one person to oversee the “media” side of our club. In this
age of digital information, that would include the COVVC
having a presence on Facebook, Twitter, working with Ann
Gillman to update the web site, and to also monitor the pro-
motion of Volksfest. This might be something that would
involve one head person, and several folks to assist. We will
discuss this further at the November meeting.

While on the subject of change, there has been some dis-
cussion during the last several months regarding raising the
annual membership dues from $15.00 per year to $20.00. The
increase would mainly go towards covering the monthly
expense of printing and mailing of Zundfolge. This would
only be the second increase in 21 years. Again, we will
review this at the November meeting.

Even though we have been at this for 21 years (starting
on 22 next April!), sometimes it’s good to have an overview
of the month to month activities, so we can all plan accord-
ingly. The “major activities” are as follows:

January - Awards banquet.
February - T-shirt design contest (Followed by the lay-

IMPORT

DOCTOR
Your Car Is Not 

Foreign To Us

Jim Cowan, PhD., Proprietor

(614) 299-0456 (614) 228-8637

jcowan@iwaynet.net

52 Brickel Alley

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Established 1982

ASE
Certified

Master
Automobile
Technician

For Sale, 1967 Microbus, 21 window Bus with sliding
sunroof and sky lights. Less than 100K. Partially
restored. Interior has been re upholstered. Have some
new parts. Minor rust. Southwind gas heater. Full size
removable roof rack with folding ladder. 12 volt
electrics. Call Bill at 312-215-6054 (Located in Park
Ridge, Ill.)  11/11

For Sale, 1979 Super Beetle Convertible. 34,000 orig-
inal miles. All original paint, interior, engine, convert-
ible top. Built on March, 1980 during the final week of
production. Appraised 1998 value of $13,675. Also
comes with front bra and top boot. Call Chuck Mers at
614-679-6446 11/11

For Sale, 1974 914 2.0, New parts include: 4 calipers
and pads, 4 rubber brake hoses, 29mm master cylinder,
resurfaced flywheel, pressure plate, throttle and clutch
cable, sandblasted and undercoated, 40mm Dellorto’s
rebuilt, steel gas line, fuel pump, distributor cap, rotor,
points, spark plugs and wires. Conract Pete Poling at
614-778-9903  10/11

For Sale, 1973 Ghia, needs work, but runs. $3000
OBO. Call Frank Smith 740-244-9340.  10/11

For Sale, 1970 Beetle sunroof, totally rebuilt. ASKING
$3500. Also, 1978 Beetle Convertible, partially
restored, call Richard Claus at 740-625-5192 for price.
10/11

Due to a financial situation I need to sell my 91
Cabriolet Eitenne Aigner version. I have entered it in
the Arthritic Foundation show for the past two years and
the VW show at Watson Memorial.  It is in excellent
working condition and I at the end of last driving season
I had the fuel pump/filters professionally replaced.  It is
a convertible and has been kept in the garage and only
driven in sunny weather.  It currently has 66,000 origi-
nal miles on it. I live in Dublin - phone number: Work -
740-201-3009 - or Mobile - 614-893-8830, Josie Thal
10/11



Center on Route  161 at 10 a.m,  There was time for the mem-
bers to view the crafts and have lunch before the 2 p.m.
parade.

October, 2001, continued to be busy for the club mem-
bers. In addition to the  October meeting, the group cara-
vaned to Marion for a special time.  It was........................
To be continued...................................................................

After evaluating the  2001  show at the September meet-
ing, members looked forward to visiting other shows in
September.

The Toledo Bugfest was held on September 16th at the
Ed Schmidt's Volkswagen Dealership in Perrysburg,, Ohio.
12 COVVC  members caravaned to the show.

The Cincinnati Show was held on Sunday, September
23rd.

Many COVVC members
chose to stay closer to home and
attended the Columbus
Oktoberfest.  The 2001
Oktoberfest was held in  the
Historic Brewery District.

The  group met at Shiller Park
and caravaned to the Oktoberfest.
The group received a discounted
ticket price of only 5 dollars.

2001 found the group attend-
ing a second Oktoberfest in
Minster on Sunday, October 7th.
The parade began at 2 p.m. The
event was organized by Don and
Karma Wuertz.  Over a  dozen
members made the trip to Minster.
They met at the  Kroger Shopping

Mountain and mentioned that her daughter and husband man-
aged Mad River Mountain.

Mark mentioned that the annual Marion Tour would be
on Saturday, October 22nd.  Those people who wish  to car-
avan to Marion should meet at the Wal-Mart's on  Route 23
at 11 a.m. The group will meet for lunch at noon in El
Campesino on 1834 Marion Waldo Road in Marion. 

Volksfest was discussed again.  It was mentioned that we
might want to have ATM's at the show site next year.  It was
also mentioned that more dash plaques should  be ordered.  

Mark also mentioned that we should have the trophy
design contest in March.  The trophies should be  worked on
in the early  Spring so they would be done long before the
show.  Mark again thanked the  volunteers  for their hard work
at the show.  The t-shirt design contest would be in February.

Mark announced that the December Newsletter would be on
Saturday, December 3rd at his and Debi's home.

He also mentioned that he and Debi were invited to partici-
pate in the Rutherford B. Hayes  Invitational Car Show.  They
won an award in the German class.

Bob gave the Treasurer Report.  He displayed the informa-
tion about the show on 4 large posters.  He stated that the balance
in the treasury was  $18.900.   He suggested that we give $7000
to Kids-n-Kamp.  Ted made a motion to give $7000  to Kids-n-
Kamp.  Teresa seconded the motion.  The group  voted in favor
of giving the amount to Kids-n-Kamp.   7 states were represent-
ed at the show.  There was a total of 304 cars at the show.  The
income of the show in the years of 2008-10 was $15000  gross.
The income in the year 2011 was $16,500.  Bob mentioned that

he had purchased a $500 bond. 
Mark mentioned that  a pro-

motion chair person was need-
ed to advertise the show.
It was suggested that we use a

Paypal system  so people could
register by paypal. It was
decided that we could afford
the expense, since we are not
paying our half of the 50/50 to
the Maennerchor.  
Linda reported that we had

203 members as  of October
13th.
Marilyn reported that the Boy

Scout Award ceremony would
be October 30th.  She will take
the $300 check and a certifi-
cate of thanks to the troop.
She mentioned that the door

prizes were left from  the

Meeting Minutes for October 11th,  2011
by Marilyn Allen

substituting for the vacationing Tina Gibson

Officers present: Bob Albright, Marilyn Allen, Linda C.

Brown

Members/guests:Attendance was not taken.

Brenda called the meeting to order stating  that  Rich
was absent and the she and Mark would be chairing the meet-
ing.

Tom Kern gave a report on the Bus  Rally on Kelly's
Island.  He reported that the weather was perfect.  He sold 4
show t-shirts and raffled off  2 shirts.

Brenda asked for any new members to stand.  Mark and
Tami Sopzak introduced themselves.

Brenda thanked the people who helped with the newslet-
ter folding at her home.  Doug and Teresa Schleifer, Linda
Brown, and Jim Agan helped with newsletter folding.

Future meetings were discussed.  The newsletter folding
will be held at ElAcapulco. The folding will be held on
Friday. November 4th at 7 pm.  The restaurant is in  the
Crossroads development near 270 and North High Street.

Since we can not meet at Gresso's in December, we will
meet at the Kids-n-Kanp offices on Olentangy River Road
near E. North Broadway.  Drinks and food can be brought to
the Kids-n--Kamp's office.

A discussion was held about our January Banquet.  The
group voted to have the January meeting at the Spagethi
Warehouse.  Each member will pay $10 for the meal.

B r e n d a
mentioned
t h e
C o v e r e d
Bridge tour
hosted by
the Don
and Karma
Wuertz and
Tom and
Sue Davis.
She wished
that   the
club host
more of
t h e s e
events.

B r e n d a
a s k e d
a b o u t
sking at
Mad River
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alternator on a car.  Many or most home-style battery charg-
ers will ruin a battery in 10-20 hours if left on.  I recommend
slow charging a battery for only a few hours, just enough to
give it some power, and letting the generator/alternator top it
off.  Fast charging a battery severely shortens its life. Most
home battery chargers produce a low quality DC output rid-
dled with AC electricity. You’re confused?  Let me elaborate.
Electricity comes in two flavors, AC (Alternating Current)
and DC (Direct Current).  Without getting too much in detail,
let’s just say that the two are as compatible as oil and water.
Houses use AC and cars use DC, and the purpose of a battery
charger is to convert 120V AC to 14V DC.  Yes, your 12 volt
battery isn’t actually 12 volts if it is happy.  A fully charged
12V battery reads about 12.6V and is practically dead if it
reads 12.0V! It also is happiest when it is living in a system
of about 14V that is clean DC with very little AC. This is
where the trick comes in- to convert the 120VAC found in
your home to about 14VDC without leaving much AC
behind.  This costs money because the rectification (chang-
ing AC to DC) requires expensive diodes.  Most inexpensive
battery chargers cheat on this expense which leaves the qual-
ity of their DC output to be desired. The best source of clean
power is a high grade charger or the automobile itself.  How
do you know if your charger is of good quality?  Most aren’t.

Pick yours up and see what it weighs.  If you don’t struggle
to pick it up and you didn’t spend a lot of money, it probably
has a poor quality DC output. Letting a car run with jumper
cables attached to a discharged battery will also be a rather
clean source of DC electricity.  I know of people who use a
homemade tool to charge batteries from the cigarette lighter
adapter in their car- a tool made from a cigarette lighter
adapter with alligator clips attached to it. This uses the clean-
est source of DC available to charge a battery, made by the
car’s alternator. It is fed through small wires that limit how
much current flow can take place which minimizes the stress
on the battery’s plates as they are charged. This does create
safety concerns as flammable hydrogen gas is generated as
the battery is being charged, but with the charge rate held low
by the small wires gas generation is low also. They use com-
mon sense when doing this and keep the battery well venti-
lated. 

I’ll continue this topic next month with some other electrical
system tips on your cars.  Have fun, be safe, and keep driv-
ing those classis VW’s!

Check it out! Just in time for Christmas, we have the

Lego Type Two Bus, the perfect compliment to your Type

One Beetle! Start dropping hints now, and it may just

show up under your tree on Christmas morning. 

Fine German StockFine German Stock
Ted Zombeck, left, and Ted Chaney, right, stand

next to their respective fine German autos.

photo by Brenda Agan



many tickets were sold last month.
Buy  tickets at the  November meeting and you may take

home a bus.

Life In The Past Lane
by Marilyn Allen

Continued from October 2011....................................

(Chuck suggested)   that we  have a display only class.
There would not be trophies, but would give  people a chance
to see the cars that often parked in the spectator lot.  

It was also suggested that it is important  to know how
many cars are registered when the area is laid out. Ann
Fornataro stated that she make a tally sheet of the numbers of
cars registered in each class.   

Many members had suggestions for  the 2002 show after
the 2001 show.

show.  Marilyn reminded everyone to wear their name badges.
She registered for the OSU Homecoming parade.

The cost  to participate in  the parade this year is $100.  Ann
Gilman  felt this was too much for a few members to be in the
show.  It was pointed out that it would  be good publicity for the
show.  Marilyn reminded everyone  that the cost of  meeting at
Gresso's was $25.

Tom Diley won $37 in the 50/50 drawing.  It was announced
that chances would be sold in November and the bus would be
given away in November.

Tickets were drawn for the remaining door prizes..
Mark adjourned the meeting.

The Bus Giveaway
by Marilyn Allen

One lucky ticket will be drawn at the October meeting for
the bus lamp.  This lamp would be perfect for a bus owner.  Not
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Welcome back everyone!!  Before getting started on this month’s featured toy, I wanted to wish everyone in

the club and their families a Happy Thanksgiving.  I’ve yet to find a “Thanksgiving Themed” VW toy, so please let

me know if you have seen one or have one in your collection.  The toy I’m sharing with each of you this month is

another of my favorites in my collection and was pur-

chased at a toy show in the late 1980’s.                   

This month’s VW toy was manufactured by the

Masudaya toy company of Japan during the mid-1960s

into the early 1970s.  This battery operated tinplate car

is 10.75 inches long with a yellow and red body.  The

toy depicts a taxi cab with “taxi” on the sides, rear, and

top of the car.  The toy actually came in two variations.

The early version has the override bumpers, while the

later version has the pressed bumpers.  When the toy is

switched on, the car begins to move forward with a

bump and go action with blue and red blinking lights

in the rear window.   

This toy is fairly rare and doesn’t come up for sale very often in either variation.  It’s even rarer to find the toy’s box.

The value of a late version car in good condition with no box is around $75, with a boxed mint example coming in

around $200 - $250. The value of an early version car in good condition with no box is around $125, with a boxed

mint example coming in around $350 - $400.           

Until next month… Happy Toy Hunting !!

Let’s Talk Toys!
by Michael Williams

rated at 600CCA will rate as 800-900CA, leading a poorly
educated consumer to think he’s getting a great deal!   

Car batteries designed for heavy cycling are not happy
when discharged and recharged repeatedly. In fact, most reg-
ular automotive batteries are “on their last lap” after being
run dead and recharged 2-3 times. After that, their plates are
sulfated and will not produce the required amperage needed
to crank the starter reliably.  

Deep cycle batteries are rated in Amp Hours, which is
how many hours a battery can deliver a certain amperage.
Deep Cycle batteries are made for repeated discharging to the
20% level and recharging, although at a lower amperage.
Deep cycle batteries are made for repeatedly discharging at a
slow rate as though you are running a trolling motor or
camper lights, and recharging at a slow amperage to not dam-
age the plates.  In a deep cycle (only) rated battery, using it

in an automotive application will cause damage to the
plates because they are not made to be charged

and discharged at the high amperage
rates a (modern) car can generate.
Old VW’s have generators that are
rated at only 30 amps or so and can

barely deliver this to the battery after
subtracting the required amperage to
run the ignition, lights, and etc.  I’ve
often thought that this is why some
people can get such long battery life in
old VW’s- because the generator is
rated so low and barely charges at an

idle. This low output combined with the
relative simplicity of the electrical system

causes little stress on the battery, extending its
life. 

Modern vehicles have alternators that are
frequently rated at 150 amps or more, and the charge rate can
spike nearly this high just after starting the car for a short
period of time. This high charge rate is not something that the
battery appreciates. Just to confuse you, batteries manufac-
tured now can be rated in both CCA and as Deep Cycle,
which never happened years ago. 

So when should you charge a battery?  Charging a bat-
tery that is in normal service with a good alternator is not
needed.  If the battery has been discharged due to lights left
on, having the starter cranked until the battery is dead, etc.
will require the battery to be recharged.

So how should you charge a battery? According to the
books the best way to charge a dead battery is a slow charge
of 5 amps for a period of 5-10 hours, depending on the amp-
hour rating of the battery, but this is assuming you have a
charger with clean power. Clean power, what’s that, you say?
Clean power is generated by a high quality battery charger or

Why Does My Battery Keep Going Bad? 

- part one
by Bruce Amacker

OK, it’s been a while since I did a column on electricity
so it’s time to get back to one of my favorite topics. I did this
at the 2010 VolksFest Tech Seminar in Pataskala and have
been wanting to revisit it ever since. 

Dead batteries are a subject that strikes home with many
classic car owners as a thorn in their side.  There are many
opinions and theories about batteries, and you know about
opinions, everyone has one. Your typical daily driver vehicle
keeps the battery fresh and topped off with the alternator by
running the engine on a regular basis.  Many classic cars
(including my own) sit for long periods of time
between trips that would otherwise normally
keep the battery fully charged. These long
idle periods will cause a weak battery
to go dead on its own without any
drain on it. I have a unique opinion
about this, somewhat outside of
the box.  I don’t use battery main-
tainers, chargers, or anything as a
preventative measure on my cars. I
merely let them sit, frequently for
the entire winter from November to
April when the roads clear off of salt.
On rare occasion I’ll take one for a
ride during the winter on one of those
unusually beautiful, dry days, but this is not
common. My cars have always started on their own
in the spring without any assistance! 

What kills batteries?  Most batteries are murdered, rather
than dying from old age. The less you work a battery, the
longer it will last, and the definition of “work” includes both
charging and discharging.  It especially includes overcharg-
ing. Batteries frequently last much more than 4-5 years, but I
replace any of my batteries at this age (especially in my daily
drivers) so I know the cars will be reliable when I turn the
key.  (This also keeps my wife happy as I know her car will
always start!) 

The most common things that kill batteries are heavy
cycling (discharging and recharging) and overcharging.
Batteries can be rated for frequent heavy cycling, but most
automotive batteries are not.  In the old days, you either had
an automotive battery made for heavy discharge cranking a
starter, or a deep cycle battery designed originally for a boat
trolling motor.  Car batteries are rated in CCA which is Cold
Cranking Amps, which is a load test performed at 0°F.
Beware of unscrupulous parts stores that rate their batteries
in CA or Cranking Amps, which is the same test performed
at 32°F giving a falsely biased high number.  A car battery



Saturday, October 22 was an absolutely gorgeous day – perfect

weather for Bill Huntsman's 13th Annual (or there about) Marion Tour.

As always, Bill did not disappoint us. For me, the day started in the

WalMart parking lot where I met up to ride with Ann Gillman (convert-

ible top down!) in a caravan of five cars up to El Campesino for lunch.

We had a fabulous turnout of about 30 people. Good food, great cama-

raderie and limitless door prizes. After singing “Happy Birthday” to Bill,

we headed to our cars, making quite a spectacle as we drove to the edge

of town for our first stop at the home of E.J. & Joan Stitt.

Housed in two outbuildings, we took in E.J.'s extensive

collection of historical license plates, Pure Oil memorabilia

and much more. Think Mark Garrett's Toy Room on a

vintage gas station theme. I especially liked the

Pure Oil dinnerware, once the standard at truck

stop restaurants, and the amazing collection of

tire tube repair containers along with glass bottles

that once held motor oil. I thought only the milkman

had those! Here we again were treated to door prizes

and everyone came away a winner in more ways than

one.

Next we followed co-host and club member Roger

Ruth out Rt. 95 to LaRue (pronounced “Lay Roo”), Ohio. We

passed through the Big Island Preserve, a major wetland,

somehow managing not to lose anyone along the way.

This leg of the race (for you Amazing Race viewers)

brought us to the home of Jim and Bev Anderson. Jim is a

disabled Vietnam War veteran with a huge passion for local

history, and I learned a whole new chapter. LaRue has the distinction of

being the smallest town to ever have an NFL franchise, the Oorang

Indians, back in 1922 & 1923. Former Olympian Jim Thorpe lived in

LaRue at the time and was both coach and player. Mr. Anderson has an

interesting collection of vintage football gear and memorabilia, Cleveland

Indians and Browns memorabilia, and a plethora of scrapbooks related to

Jim Thorpe and the Oorang Indians owner, the Oorang Kennel, which

was a major breeder of Airedale Terriers. I learned another facet of

Native American history and until that Saturday, I didn't realize what

an all-around talented athlete Jim Thorpe was, nor realize the

extent of his Ohio roots.

Armed with new knowledge, some folks headed home

while others made the stop at the Crown Tower Coffee Shop in

downtown Marion, a delightful place that smelled of yummy

roasted coffee beans and offered a variety of whimsical gifts

and gourmet food items. I was told that they anticipate the

arrival of Christmas merchandise the beginning of

November and they make wonderful gift baskets.

This would be a relaxing place to shop for the hol-

idays.

We were all too whipped to make the once-

mandatory stop at the cemetery to see the Mysterious

Ball, so I guess it will remain a mystery until next year.

Thanks a million to Bill & Olivia Huntsman for yet another

awe-inspiring tour, and to the Stitt's and the Anderson's for gracious-

ly opening their homes and sharing their passions with us. 

Marion Tour 2011
photos and story by Brenda Agan 
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